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2014 FRED MITCHELL AWARD PRESENTED TO 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY’S TOM OBARSKI 
 
Contacts: 
Chris Kearney (ckearney@fredmitchellaward.com) 
Fred Mitchell (fmitchell@fredmitchellaward.com)  
 
December 18, 2014 – Concordia University St. Paul senior place-kicker Tom Obarski 
(Burnsville, MN) is the recipient of the 2014 Fred Mitchell Award.  The Award is provided to 
the nation’s top place-kicker in FCS, Division II, Division III, NAIA and NJCAA for excellence on 
the football field and in the community.  Over 750 place-kickers are eligible. 
 
The Award is named for Fred Mitchell, the All-American place-kicker from Wittenberg University and longtime sports 
columnist for the Chicago Tribune.  Mitchell said, “It is a thrill to congratulate Tom as the second straight Division II 
kicker to receive the Fred Mitchell Award.  With more than 750 place-kickers to choose from, we are extremely proud 
to recognize Tom among a stellar group of nominees.  Tom’s record-setting season and career were terrific and we 
recognized Tom for his performance each of his four years at Concordia.  We are particularly impressed with Tom’s 
accuracy, consistent success from 40+ yards and his volunteer efforts with young people.”  In addition to First Team 
All-Conference honors, Tom was also Second Team All-Conference as Concordia’s punter, Capital One Academic 
All-America First Team and an AFCA All-America First Team selection. 
 
Obarski’s season statistics are provided below. 
 

FGM FGA FG% 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ LONG PATM PATA PTS 

18 21 86% 0-0 4-4 5-7 8-9 1-1 56 27 27 81 
 
“The Fred Mitchell Award is an incredible honor to receive. God has given me a love for the game that is unmatched 
and has blessed me with the abilities to glorify Him,” said Obarski. “I want to thank my family and friends who have 
supported me every step of the way and have pushed me to become better. I also want to thank my team at 
Concordia and the coaching staff for always putting trust in me.” 
 
Obarski is very active in the community.  He is a drug education mentor to middle school children, youth teacher at 
River Valley Church, high school camp volunteer, on-campus ministries and Bible study leader and Feed My Starving 
Children volunteer.  He also served on an overseas mission trip, helped raise more than $6,000 for the tsunami relief 
fund in Japan and he raised funds for Project Rescue. 
 
“This Award just exemplifies the peak of Tom’s accomplishments,” said Concordia-St. Paul head coach Ryan 
Williams. “He’s been accomplished kicker and tremendous ambassador of our football program to the campus and 
community throughout his career. He’ll be greatly missed in our program and always remembered for the greatness 
he has left behind. I hope that there are more opportunities for him to kick at a higher level. He represents everything 
that we strive for in our football program.” 
 
The Award’s Selection Committee Chairman, Chris Kearney, said, “There were dozens of terrific candidates for this 
Award.  In fact, 38 place-kickers were nominated by their schools for consideration.  We recognized Tom for his 
record-setting performance in 2014 and throughout his career.  We are looking forward to honoring Tom on February 
16, 2015 during the National Football Foundation Chicago Metro Chapter Awards Ceremony.”  Details for the Awards 
Ceremony are at www.nffchicagoawards.eventbrite.com.   
 
A blue-ribbon Selection Committee (listed at www.fredmitchellaward.com) evaluates place-kickers that are nominated by their 
schools.  Members of the Pro and/or College Football Hall of Fame on the Selection Committee include Tom Beck, Kevin Butler, 
Paul Hornung, Marv Levy, Steve McMichael, Don Pierson and Gale Sayers.  Former football players and others that are active in 
their communities are also on the Selection Committee including Carl Allegretti, Sergio Castillo, Sean Gothier, Teddy Greenstein, 
Michael Husted, Dan Jiggetts, Rick Kolaczewski, Connie Kowal, Greg Loberg, Nick Lowery, Tom Lynch, Carol Monroe, Jeff 
Michalczyk, Mark Murphy, Patrick Murray, Rob Perry, Michael Ritchey, Jeff Schebler, Caroline Schrenker, Bob Thomas, Wolfe 
Tone, Todd Wilkins, Gary Zauner and Rob Zvonar.  There are 13 former college or NFL place-kickers on the Selection Committee, 
including Schebler (the inaugural Fred Mitchell Award recipient in 2009 and the highest-scoring place-kicker in NCAA history at any 
level), Lynch (two-time recipient of the Award and the kicker on the 2011 NAIA National Champion Saint Xavier University Cougars), 
Murray (Tampa Bay Buccaneers kicker whose 25 FG’s at Fordham in 2012 were just one shy of the all-time FCS record set by 
Nevada’s Tony Zendejas) and Castillo (whose 437 career points ranks first in Division II history). 


